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Dear Sir

Private Security Personnel and Private Investigators Bill (the Bill)

We refer to the abovementioned legislation which was first introduced into the
Parliament on 11™ September 2008, reached the First Reading stage on 29™ April 2009
and which is now subject to a review by the Justice and Electorate Select Committee.

The Master Locksmiths Association Australasia Limited (MLAA) is the peak industry
association and represents around 900 locksmiths in Australia and New Zealand. We
have a number of concerns about the proposed Bill, particularly the requirement for
businesses and individuals who install, repair or remove locking devices for safes or
strongrooms to be licensed. This same provision is contained in the old legislation but, at
the time of the previous Government’s review of the 1974 PISG Act in 2007, we
recommended that it be dropped from any proposed new legislation.

We recognize the need to regulate the manpower sector of the security industry and are
supportive of the NZ Government’s plans to raise standards in that sector. However, we
do not believe that it should extend to locksmiths simply because they may become
involved from time to time in installing, repairing and removing safes on or in properties
other than their own. A number of our members do provide such services but, apart from
5-6 specialist organizations, working on safes is not a core activity for the majority of
locksmiths generally.

In the Explanatory note to the Bill (page 1) it is stated that its very first aim is:

“to prevent people from either running businesses or working in various roles in
the industry if, by reason of their behaviour or for some other reason, it appears that
allowing them to do this will result in unacceptable risks to their clients and employers,
members of the public, or themselves”. (The emphasis is ours.)

A safe is defined in the Oxford dictionary as — “a strong fireproof cabinet with a complex
lock used for the storage of valuables”. Legislation is usually aimed at addressing
particular problems or weaknesses which have become matters of public concern. We
are not aware of any evidence suggesting that the actions of persons installing, repairing
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